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An overview of what the research tells us 

How we in our school prepare to teach the 

First Year Maths Programme 

The New Junior Cycle 

Practical Strategies of how you as a parent 

can help your child in primary school 

prepare for Secondary School 

Mathematics 
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Chief Examiner’s Report SEC- 2015 JC 
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“Students should get into the habit of showing supporting work at all 

times. This will help them tackle more difficult problems, and will 

allow them to check back for mistakes in their work.” 

 

“Students should develop strategies for checking their answers. 

One of these is to have an estimate of the answer in advance. In 

real-life problems, check if the answer makes sense. “ 

 
“Students should always round their answers to the required level of 

accuracy, and include the appropriate unit where relevant. “ 



Chief Examiner’s Report SEC- 2015 JC 
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“Students should practise different ways of solving problems – 

building up their arsenal of techniques on familiar problems will help 

them to tackle unfamiliar ones.” 

 

“Students should get used to describing, explaining, justifying, 

giving examples, etc.” 
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“In Ireland, 15.0% of students perform below Level 2 on PISA 

mathematics (indicating weak performance), compared with 

23.4% on average across OECD countries “ (ERC, 2016, 93). 

 

“On the other hand, 9.8% of students in Ireland perform at 

Levels 5-6 (indicating strong performance in mathematics), 

compared with an OECD average of 10.7%” (ERC, 2016, 92) 
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• Student passports from primary school 

• STEN scores 

• CAT scores 

• Maths Competency Testing 
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Project 
Maths 2009 

Mathematics 
 *New JC 

Mathematics  

10/3/2018 Pat Coffey 



 8 Key Skills to be 

taught by all teachers in 

all subjects and Short 

Courses 

 24 statements of 

learning to be covered 

 Irish, English and 

Maths 240 hours over 3 

years 
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Interpret 

Analyse Explore 

Discuss 

Evaluate Demonstrate 

understanding 

Select suitable 

strategies 
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NCCA Bridging 

Glossary 
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Dr Máire 

Ní Ríordáin 
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Goos et al., 2012 
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Investigate the underlying concept? How is this related to: 

2a+3b +2a +5a 
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1. Estimate the length of the room 

2.  Estimate the width of the room 

3. Measure these 

4. How did your estimate compare to the answer? 

5. Explain what you learned from this 
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My vegetable garden is 2m long and 1m wide 

I can plant 10 cauliflowers in it 

If I make my garden twice as long and twice as wide, I can 

plant twice as many cauliflowers. 

True or false? 

Why/Why not? 



How to 
solve the 
problem 

Understand 
the problem 

Devise a 
plan 

Carry out 
the plan 

Look back 
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Polya, 1956 
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You are driving down the road in your car on a wild, stormy 

night, when you pass by a bus stop and you see three 

people waiting for the bus: 

 

1. An old lady who looks as if she is about to die. 

2. An old friend who once saved your life. 

3. The perfect partner you have been dreaming about. 

 

Knowing that there can only be one passenger in your car, 

whom would you choose? (http://www.folj.com/lateral/) 

 

http://www.folj.com/lateral/
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